ROOM   III

BY retracing our steps across Room I and by enter-
ing the small room on the opposite side, we transfer
ourselves from Florence to Siena.

Siena was the centre of a great artistic efflorescence,
as great, indeed, in its beginnings as that of Florence.
But there glowed, in this more remote Italian city, no
undying spark of scientific progression and the bril-
liance promised at the outset was not long of life.

Inasmuch as Florence was the centre of all new
thought and of continued audacious experiment, so was
Siena a provincial city lacking in progressive vitality.

The later painters of Siena seemed never to come
in contact with the problems of Volume, Light and
Perspective which were revolving in the minds of the
men of Florence, and thus it was that, after the first
flush of great masters, painting in Siena remained
where it had started, gracious and refined but archaic
and out of date.

The earliest master of the Sienese School, and also
its greatest representative, was Duccio Dl BUONIN-
SEGNA (1260-1339). Fully to appreciate the work of
this great painter, we must cast our minds back to the
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